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weaker Slovak half of the Republic was greatly dependent on the Czech half. In theory, it might have been possible to enforce reasonable developments within Slovakia by making them a condition of continued Czech material support. This was, indeed, tried during the last weeks of the " Second Republic ", but with the result that Hlinka resistance forced upon the Central government the ultimately catastrophic measures already mentioned.
It is possible in theory to ask whether such a development was an inevitable result of the Czecho-Slovak November Constitution " as such ", or merely of the general conditions created by Munich, under which it was enacted, and of the German support of Catholic fascism in Slovakia. Without a monopoly of legal political power in favour of that group within the Catholic-autonomist movement that enjoyed German support, the autonomists as a party would never have won anything like a majority of the Slovak seats.1 Nor would they have been able to prevent repeated splits between the more radical and the more moderate groups, and between the pro-Hungarian, pro-German, and pro-Polish factions within their ranks. Had the Slovaks, as well as the Czechs, been divided among various political groups able to enter various combinations, there is no reason to doubt that even a Constitution requiring a separate majority in each Parliament in support of the Federal government might have worked. Certainly any Slovak party would have made use of such a political privilege for acquiring a higher share in public expenditure and investment than that to which the Slovaks were entitled by their numbers and economic strength. So had the Hungarians done in the former Dual Monarchy. But the Dual Monarchy had not broken down because it was too costly for the Austrians.
Nor was the political' Catholicism of part of the Slovaks an insurmountable obstacle to federation with the progressive Czechs. In republican Austria it had not been the village-priest, or the priest leading a peasants' cooperative, who was unable to cooperate with " Red Vienna" ; the catastrophe had become unavoidable when the ecclesiastical hierarchy linked up with Fascism, and with the Italian Fascist aggression.
* In all the free elections before the Munich catastrophe the Slovak vote was divided into three thirds* the first of which was very far from having a majority: (a) autonomists, (b) Gojm,miim's^ and Socialists, (c) Moderate and Liberal parties (especially Agrarians and Czechoslovak National Socialists), all associated with their Czech correspondents.; After Munich, the second group of parties was suppressed, the third subjected to " unification", and the first became the " State